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USA
• Alabama: Dave & Amy Carter, P.O. Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• Arizona: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
• Arkansas: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
• California & N. Nevada: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
   Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 16755 Oak Brush Loop, Peyton, CO, 80831, 719-749-9797
• Connecticut: Available. Contact Barbara Floyd, 602-321-6511
• Delaware: Merle and Gail Taylor, P. O. Box 128, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763, 888-616-8319
• Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, P.O. Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• Georgia: Linda Parish, P.O. Box 389, Lexington, GA, 30648, 706-340-1049
• Idaho (N): Dee Sleep, 132 W. Hudson Street, Spearfish, SD 57783, 605-722-7028
• Idaho (S) WA & E. OR: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
• Illinois: Lenda Williams, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
• Indiana: Gail & Merle Taylor, P. O. Box 128, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763, 888-616-8319
   Iowa: Linda Glendy, P.O. Box 6, Tama, IA, 52339, 641-751-2619
• Kansas: Cindy Baldwin, 988 9th Ave., McPherson, KS 67460, 866-966-9815
• Kentucky: Chris & Kelly Kennedy, 5804 Whiterose Way, New Market, MD 21774 443-243-1118
• Maine: Gail Hageman, 221 Winslow Rd, Albion, ME 04910, 207-437-2663
• Maryland: Dave & Amy Carter, P.O. Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• Massachusetts-RI: Available. Contact Barbara Floyd, 602-321-6511
   Michigan: Bill and Marlene Howell, 3790 Manistee, Saginaw, MI, 48603-3143, 989-793-4211
• Minnesota: Kim and Mickey Keller, 12835 Kiska St. NE, Blaine, MN, 55449, 763-754-1661
• Missouri: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
• Montana: Dee Sleep, 132 W. Hudson Street, Spearfish, SD 57783, 605-722-7028
• Nebraska: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
• Nevada (N): Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
• Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 4568 Carol Circle, Las Vegas, NV, 89120, 702-523-1803
   New Hampshire: Kathleen Graham, 330 North Road, Deerfield, NH, 03037, 603-463-3703 
• New Jersey: Merle and Gail Taylor, P. O. Box 128, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763, 888-616-8319
   New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 16755 Oak Brush Loop, Peyton, CO, 80831, 719-749-9797
• New York: Dave & Amy Carter, P.O. Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• N. Carolina: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
• North Dakota: Dee Sleep, 132 W. Hudson Street, Spearfish, SD 57783, 605-722-7028
• Ohio: Barb Moore, P. O. Box 37, Cable, OH, 43009, 937-652-1157
• Oklahoma: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
• Oregon: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
• Pennsylvania: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• Rhode Island: Available. Contact Barbara Floyd, 602-321-6511
• S. Carolina: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
• South Dakota: Dee Sleep, 132 W. Hudson Street, Spearfish, SD 57783, 605-722-7028
• Tennessee: Chris & Kelly Kennedy, 5804 Whiterose Way, New Market, MD 21774 443-243-1118
• Texas: Richard and Lenda Brown, P.O. Box 32581, Oklahoma City, OK 73123, 405-470-2597
• Utah: Available. Contact Barbara Floyd, 602-321-6511
• Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, P.O. Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• Wash. & E. OR & S. ID: Barb Stillman and Lolly Konecky, 515 E. Carefree Hwy, #1128, Phoenix, AZ 85085, 602-942-8950
• West Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, PO Box 365, New Market, MD, 21774, 866-825-9217
• Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, P. O. Box 276, Altoona, WI, 54720, 715-838-9426
• Wyoming: Dee Sleep, 132 W. Hudson Street, Spearfish, SD 57783, 605-722-7028
CANADA
• Alberta: Ruth Burke, P.O. Box 97, Heisler, AB, T0B2A0, 780-889-3776
   British Columbia: Bryan Stonehill, Box 1338, Summerland, B.C. V0H 1Z0, 1-800-784-6711
• Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Scott & Marj Kearns, Box 850, Kipling, SK, S0G 2S0, 306-736-2441
• Ontario: Harriet Ramos, Box 60, 4338 Innes Rd., Orleans, ON K4A 3W3 613-612-8465
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Send $3 to any publisher below to receive a paper from that area.

• Indicates the State has a web-viewable version of The Country Register.
The Country Register Founder: Barbara Floyd, 602-321-6511, 

info@countryregister.com, located in Phoenix, AZ
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The Country Register is published every other month. Copyright 
©2016. Reproduction or use, without written permission, of editorial or 
graphic content in any manner is prohibited. The Country Register is a 
registered corporation and is registered as a trade name in the states of 
Oklahoma, Texas and Arkansas. 

Articles published in this newspaper, which are contributed from an 
outside source, express the opinions of their authors only and may not 
express the viewpoint(s) of the management or staff of The Country 
Register. Such articles that are accepted for publication herein may be 
edited at the sole discretion of the publisher.

Responsibility for products advertised in this newspaper lies with the 
advertisers themselves. Though The Country Register will not knowingly 
publish fraudulent materials or fraudulently obtained materials we are 
not liable for any damages arising from the purchase or use of products 
advertised herein. Notification regarding any consumer complaints related 
to merchandise purchased from our advertisers would be appreciated 
and would assist in our effort. Copyright © by The Country Register.

Read our papers online 

@
www.countryregister.com/oklahoma

www.countryregister.com/texas

Targeted, Effective
Affordable Advertising

Deadline for
the March/April Issue is 

February 1st, 2017

Subscriptions
The Country Register is distributed as a complimentary gift from its advertisers, 
and we encourage you to stop by your favorite shop every two months to 
pick up your new copy. However, for the convenience of those who may 
not be able to get to a shop, we do offer subscriptions for $18.00 per 
year (Continental U.S.) to cover the cost of postage and handling. 

Name:  _________________________________________________________

Address: :  ______________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________

Mail form and check to:  Start my Subscription with (What issue) : ______

The Country Register 

P.O. Box 32581

Oklahoma City, OK 73123  Enclosed _________$18.00



Just Between Us…
by Lenda Brown

2017 has arrived with a flurry of cold and like many of you, I can’t 
believe 2016 is behind us. The despicable election is behind us; we 
survived. All the 2016 holidays are behind us, we survived. All the holiday 
decorations are put away, we survived. Our businesses have survived. 
That is remarkable when you consider how hard it is for a small business 
to survive! When we take time to look behind us, suddenly we realize 
how blessed we are. I would like to thank all the wonderful businesses 
that support The Country Register AND all you wonderful readers that 
support these businesses. Without you supporting these businesses, they 
could not survive and certainly the Country Register would not survive. 
Please remember to let these shops know that you saw their ad in The 
Country Register and also tell your friends and acquaintances about these 
shops. As you well know, they have a passion for service and helping you 
succeed with your creation. How many times have you darted into your 
local shop with a challenge and received the exact guidance to solve the 
problem and finish your project? Have you checked the class schedule? 
No matter how experienced you are, you will always learn something in 
a class. Plus you get to meet others with similar interests. I tend to be the 
gadget queen. These shops always have the newest and latest gadgets. 
Been on a shop hop lately? Oh my, what fun! Attended a quilt show 
lately? 

May 2017 be the best year for all of you! 

 

Countryberries LLC

Whimsies and necessaries for your country home and garden

330 North Road  Deerfi eld, NH 03037

603-463-7615    www.countryberries.com

Designed by Kathy Graham 

This pattern is free 

for you to use. 

Please give the art-

ist credit. Not for 

commercial use. 

Enlarge this pat-

tern to your desired 

size. This pattern 

was designed for 

wool applique and 

embroidery but can 

be needlepunched, 

hooked or even 

painted.  Enjoy a 

mug of hot cocoa 

and mini marshmal-

lows while you work 

yum!

Countryberries Designs
Snowman Soup
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About Our Cover Art... 
After much prayer, discussion, and hard work, the dream of eight 

Oklahoma women was realized in February 1985.

The first “An Affair of the Heart” show was held in Oklahoma City. 
It was so special and unique that it would continue to attract artisans, 
craftsmen and craft lovers from all over the world.

Thousands of excited visitors attend “An Affair of the Heart” which has 
expanded from the one day show in Oklahoma City to three shows each 
year.

Oklahoma City (February and October), Tulsa (July and November).

With such an outstanding selection of quality arts, crafts, antiques, 
collectibles, accessories, gourmet foods, and more, shoppers are assured 
one of the most unique shopping experiences anywhere in the United 
States.

“An Affair of the Heart” has been honored over the years and 
continues to be recognized.

Sunshine Artist Magazine 200 BEST (a national craft trade publication)

The Daily Oklahoman “Readers Choice” Award Finalist and more.

In this Issue
About Our Cover Art . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3

Arkansas Advertisers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13

Designs, Stitchery & Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14

Oklahoma Advertisers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4, 5, 8, 9, 16

Texas Advertisers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14

Recipes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13

Our Search for Cover Artwork —
Across the U.S. and Canada, you can always tell The Country 

Register by it’s cover. Our publishers seek to find cover art or photos 
from the state the paper represents. To that end, we are seeking the 
work of artists from Oklahoma & Texas to feature on our covers. The 
art must be in good taste and consistent with the theme of the papers. 

If you would like your work to be considered, please send an 
email indicating your interest to countryregister@cox.net



Mary Brooks Picken
 The Sewing Industry’s Most Influential Woman

by Kimberly Chaffee 

Modern Sewing has its many influential people who have shaped the 
way you sew, where you sew, and how you sew. We know the names of 
Eleanor Burns, Nancy Zieman, Alex Anderson and many talented women 
who introduced us to new ways to design and fabricate everything from 
quilts to home décor.  These women are held up in modern times as 
leaders in the sewing industry and their means of delivery has been in 
large part through television and the internet along with many published 
books. 

 Let me introduce you to the most influential woman that literally 
transformed thousands of women from ordinary clothing menders, to 
clothing specialists, capable of making a living and improving their homes 
with their sewing machines. At a time when most women were not 
able to vote, and less than 10% worked outside the home, a widowed 
woman from the Midwest moved East and began the most fascinating 
and influential career in sewing I believe I have ever witnessed. 

Her name is Mary Brooks Picken, and if you stop for a moment, and 

4 Northwest OK               

(story continues on next page 6)

Happy New Year!  May 2017 be kinder to us than 2016 with its 
political upheavals, celebrity deaths, wars and general unrest in so many 
parts of the world.  The new year is the traditional time to resolve to make 
our lives – and perhaps a small part of our world – better.

A few months ago I had the privilege of attending an eye-opening 
presentation at the Recycling Council of Alberta conference.  Three 
speakers from various parts of the country gave attendees a lot to think 
about in a short time.  Why is an account of recycling facts and initiatives in 
a quilting column?  Well, as I found out, the hottest and newest recycling 
news concerns textiles, something familiar to most of us, and quilters in 
particular. We can make small differences in our habits, resulting in benefit 
to all.

First, a little background… We heard, for instance, that in one Ontario 
city their textile diversion rate (reclamation or recycling of materials to 
keep them out of a landfill) is over 75%, rapidly rising to their goal of 
90%.  This measure includes all textiles, including such things as carpets and 
draperies, as well as clothing, shoes and other fabrics.  Another jurisdiction 
is considering banning the disposal of usable textiles in personal garbage, 
using only clear disposal bags to enforce this ban.  (Each family will be 
allowed one opaque, “privacy” bag per week).

A third speaker, a former fashion buyer, is presently completing her 
PhD. in textile diversion.  What an about-face for her!  Her research has 
shown that, on the average, Canadians buy 64 garments per person per 
year, many of which end up in landfills rather than being repurposed.  
Unbelievable!  (I wondered who is buying my other 55 garments, but I 
digress).  All speakers targeted cheap “fast fashion” offshore imports as 
a major part of the problem.  Because these items are so inexpensive, 
we feel no compunction about throwing them in the garbage after a 
few wearings.  They end up in the landfill.  Unfortunately our imports are 
increasing in number every year, and so are our landfills.  Many of these 
items could be recycled either mechanically (shredded and repurposed) 

or chemically, but those methods are not always a satisfactory solution, as 
they require energy, water and land.

We quilters consider ourselves knowledgeable about textiles and their 
uses.  After all, weren’t quilters among the earliest recyclers, originally re-
using good pieces of fabric from worn-out clothing and other household 
fabrics?  Some, one of my grandmothers among them, used worn 
blankets for the inside layer of a “new” quilt.  That was in the past.  What 
about today?  

If we’re totally honest we admit, rarely, that we may have just a 
little more fabric than we actually need.  (Shhh…think stash).  We do 
have plans for it of course, and we do have scraps, but they’re not doing 
anybody any good while they’re hiding in our stashes, and they may very 
well be consigned to the landfill if our heirs don’t understand their value.  
So what can we quilters do?

Suggestions include: 

Make ourselves aware of uses other than quilting; (e.g.) many of us 
already use scraps of fabric and batting for beds for animal shelters but 
there are myriads of additional possibilities;

Buy less “fast fashion” from offshore; try for quality rather than quantity 
(says the former fashionista!);

Realize that all donations can be used by someone for something 
somewhere.  Even single shoes can be used, according to one of the 
speakers; not everyone has two feet, especially in war-torn countries;

Actively search for and think about solutions (e.g.) government-
sponsored programs;

Support NGO organizations such as Days for Girls (daysforgirls.org) 
with materials and time. You will be astounded at their accomplishments, 
but there is more to be done;

Participate in fund-raising to pay for transportation of these goods to 
where they will do the most good.

Let’s try to make our world in 2017 a better place, each with our 
own small efforts. To paraphrase Margaret Mead, the ground-breaking 
anthropologist, “Never doubt what a difference a small group of dedicated 
people can accomplish.”  

Barbara Conquest writes her column from Blue Sky Quilting in Tofield, 
AB. © Barbara Conquest.

http://www.extraspecialfabric.com
http://www.sewnatural.net
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Quilt Fabric & Supplies

Singer Featherweights
Classes & Machine Quilting

OPEN TUES-SAT

100's of Books & Patterns 

NANCY'S RETREAT IS NOW OPEN
Visit our website to make reservations

Now selling the Ever Sewn Sparrow line of sewing 
machines.  Quality machines at an affordable price

9211 W. Main/33 Hwy • Ripley, OK • 405-413-5037
(1/2 way between Perkins & Cushing on South side of Hwy 33)

www.nancystrunk.com

Nancy’s
Trunk

Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe

 A Letter of Thanks to  
My Readers

by Ann Marie Stewart

As usual Skye Moor Farm will soon have 
lambs of many colors frolicking through the 
pasture. I’m privileged to write about that 
journey in Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe. But not only 
will we have new twins, triplets, and even 
quadruplets, we’ll also have a single.

This February I will give birth to my first 
novel. The debut of Stars in the Grass has 
been a long process. Over twenty years 
as a graduate student at the University of 
Michigan, I wrote a short story about my 
greatest fear: losing a child. I wasn’t married 
and didn’t have any children at the time, but 
subconsciously I thought if I wrote about my 

fear, it wouldn’t happen.

Over the years, I married, taught high school, had children, wrote 
church Christmas pageants, revues, articles, other books, and this regular 
column for The Country Register. I also directed musicals, substituted, 
taught voice, and raised sheep. But along the way, I returned to my 
favorite short story “Seeing from the Balcony,” knowing that the children 
in the tale had a story to tell and my additional experiences provided 
greater depth for the characters.

“Seeing from the Balcony” grew to 302 pages and is now named 
Stars in the Grass. The “pregnancy” was much longer than nine months. 
After conception of an idea, there was a lot of writing, rewriting, revising 
and editing. Other writers offered opinions, and I even paid a book doctor 
to make critical edits. It took time to find an agent and then more time for 
the agent to find a publishing house. After signing with Barbour, it would 
take another year before publication. 

During this time, there were plenty of ultrasounds where the manuscript 
went back and forth between the publisher and me. When the galley 
arrived this past November, it started to look like something. And then 
after delivery of the box of ARCs (Advanced Review Copies) when I held 
my “baby” in my hands, I started to feel like a real author. Now there is 
a pregnant pause as I await the book to come out February 1, 2017 for 
all the world to see.

I look forward to sending out a copy of my book to the winners of 
drawings from each of the participating Country Register states and hope 
that it provides interaction with my readers.

Thank you for celebrating with me and for your support throughout 
the years of reading Ann’s Lovin’ Ewe. I hope you also find the voice of 
narrator Abby McAndrews entertaining as she tells the story of her family-a 
tale of grief, anger, guilt, and joy. 

I would love to hear your thoughts,

www.AnnMarieStewart.com
Facebook: AnnMarieStewart@StarsintheGrass.

http://www.quilterstravelcompanion.com
http://www.nancystrunk.com/home.aspx


look through your library of sewing books, you 
may find The Singer Sewing Book , published by 
Singer in 1949, and written by this remarkable 
woman. This book is the authority on proper 
sewing technique covering everything from 
dressmaking to rugmaking. Although, upon closer inspection of your 
library, you may find several of her books, since she wrote 91 during her 
career. I find writing 91 books exceptional. Why? By the time she was 
28 years old in 1914, Mary had already written 64 textbooks and two 
dressmaking courses for the popular International Correspondence School 
located in Scranton, Pa. 

Widowed at the age of 25, she was recruited by the school and 
opened the Women’s Institute under the ICS parent company. Courses 
offered at the institute were in sewing, dressmaking, millinery, and 
cooking. At 35 years of age, Ms. Picken had earned the role of Vice 
President for the Women’s Institute and a million dollar structure was built 
across the street from the ICS June 3rd, 1920. 

 The 125,000 women enrolled mainly from the United States, but 
also internationally, earned the praise from many influential sources 
including the U.S. commissioner of education at the time, P.P. Claxon. “In 
America at least, the home is the most important of all institutions” for it 
is the home that establishes the “physical, mental, and moral education 
of children.” During the same period from 1920 thru 1925 Mary was 
editor of her quarterly publication, Fashion Service, and enrollment at her 
institute doubled to 253,000 enrollees. 

Women from all over the United States wrote to Mary praising the 
school, and its education courses for improving their skills all around. In 
addition to earning money on the side to help support their family, women 
were opening businesses and supporting themselves. During early 1920s, 
“Most women were housewives, but by this time, a significant number 
of women did work outside the home, or even within it to earn money. 
Figures released when the cornerstone of the building was laid show for 
every 100 women enrolled in courses, 63 were married, 34 were single 
and three were widowed. Sixty-three percent of students studied to meet 
or enhance the requirements of their own home. Out of every 100, 17 
planned to establish their own businesses, nine to prepare for a position 
in a business and 11 for both home and professional roles.” (Kashuba, 
2011) 

Having accomplished the monumental task of opening a school 
advancing women’s domestic skills, Mary moved forward and “begins a 
career in advertising with Singer Sewing, Dennison Crafts, and The Spool 
Cotton Company” (Barickman 2010). The Women’s Institute survived 
until 1937, due to a downturn from the Great Depression. In 1939 Mary 
opened the Mary Brooks Picken school on Madison Ave. in New York. She 
also released 3 books on fashion that same year. 

During World War II there was a huge revitalization in sewing and 
women were encouraged to repurpose old clothes. The women who 

had completed courses from the Women’s Institute were skilled in 
accomplishing this and many were writing to magazines about what they 
had altered and renewed. By 1942 fabric sales were up by 50 percent 
over the previous year, and in 1943 70 million patterns were sold over 
the counter. 

In 1949, Mary at the age of 63, wrote The Singer Sewing Book, which 
in 2 years sold 380,000 copies, and at its completion of printing sold over 
8 million copies. At the age of 74, she was syndicated, writing a weekly 
column that reached 300 newspapers. Not much is written about her 
golden years, and she died the 6th of March, 1981 at the age of 94. 

Mary Brooks Picken led an extraordinary life, and not only made 
a wonderful career from sewing and writing, but directly influenced 
women to take pride in their craftsmanship, and encouraged other 
towards entrepreneurship. I wonder today how many of Mary’s techniques 
are being replicated as “new” or “modern” in the sewing industry. Her 
methods taught women to abandon the ordinary, mundane task of 
sewing, and instead put their new skills toward making their homes 
and family fashionable and stylish. Mary Brooks Picken, an exceptional 
woman, whose techniques are still utilized today in everything we sew. 

For further reading I encourage you to pick up a copy of Vintage 
Notions by Amy Barickman. The book is a compilation of patterns, 
techniques, recipes, and other things taught by Mary Brooks Picken at the 
Women’s Institute. 

6 Southeast, Southwest OK            

(srtory continued from page 4)
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  The Stitching Post
www.sewbargain.com

South Location
316 N Broadway St.

Moore, Ok 73160
405-794-0026

West Location
5928 NW 16th St

Oklahoma City, OK 73127
405-495-4699

North Location
2630 W. Britton Rd.

The Village, OK 73120
405-254-3066

Bring this Ad to 
any of our locations 

and receive 
10% OFF your 

next sewing 
machine repair.

COME VISIT US AT THE HOME & GARDEN SHOW, JAN 20-22

https://www.facebook.com/The-Red-Rooster-Antique-Mall-121215761268269/timeline
http://www.sewbargain.com
http://www.mercantilegatherings.com
http://ozarkquiltingtrail.com


FIVE SHOPS
Threads of Tradition-Yukon | Sooner Quilts- Guthrie 

Prairie Quilt - Hennessey | The Quilting Post -Stillwater  
Oklahoma Quiltworks - OKC

THREE DAYS
March 31 from 10 AM - 6 PM | April 1 10 AM- 4 PM

April 2 from 1 PM - 4 PM 

Participants will visit each shop and pick up a passport for 
$5. You’ll also draw one playing card. The employee will 
then write the card you picked on your poker hand. 

Did we mention that you’ll receive a free fat eighth at each shop?

poker hand 

The participant with the best poker 
hand will win an Accuquilt Go! Big fabric 

cutter with a strip cutter die and mat!

What’s the deal?

Then, after visiting all 5 shops and drawing all 5 playing 
cards, you’ll turn your poker hand into the final shop you visit. 

Make a quilt block of any size using ALL five fat eighth fabrics. Upload a photo of your block to the Luck of the Draw Facebook page, and the photo with the most Facebook “Likes” by April 21st at 5 o’clock will win a $50 gift card to each participating shop! 

We’re going ALL-IN! Another chance to win...

A jack pot new event unlike anything you’ve experienced!

How about this... a nationwide shop hop type event with 
no fees, no passports and all summer to play?

Going on a cruise 
in Alaska? 

You can still play!

Going on a family 
vacation?

You can still play!

For more information, visit www.rowbyrowexperience.com 
or Oklahoma Row by Row on Facebook.

Simply visit any 
participating shops 

beginning June 21st and 
receive a free quilt 

row pattern. 

Create a quilt using at least 
8 different rows from these 

shops and be the first to 
bring it in to one of the 
shops to win a prize! 

retreats brother dealer and new hours

ROAD TO

Oklahoma
SHOP HOP

June 1 - June 30, 2017
Participate in the 

Road to Oklahoma Shop 
Hop for a chance to win 
over $3,000 in prizes! 

There will be a free pattern given away at 
each of  the 20 participating shops!

Pick up a free passport at any shop or 
download one from our website beginning April 1st. 

www.okshophop.com

NOW SELLING

sewing and embroidery machines! 

At our quilt retreats, you’ll have three days to leave the 
responsibilities behind and just work on your projects, 
eat delicious meals and mingle with fellow sewists!

Hold off on the housework!
Step away from the stove!

Leave the laundry!

January 26-28  |  March 30-April 1  |  June 22-24, 
 

July 27-29  |  September 21-23  |  November 2-4

Hours:  Thursday: 9 AM - 12 AM  
Friday: 7 AM - 12 AM | Saturday: 7 AM to 6 PM

Full!     

Cost: $199, which includes: freshly cooked lunches, 
dinners and snacks, demonstrations, giveaways, special 
sales, and plenty of space to sew on your projects!

Full!     

We have six retreats scheduled for 2017!

Sign up today; they’re filling up fast!
Oklahoma’s Largest Quilt Shop!

www.quiltnow.com
101 S. Main St. Hennessey, Okla. 73742 | (405) 853-6801

New Hours
Sunday: 1 PM - 4 PM
Monday - Friday: 10 AM - 5 PM 
Saturday: 10 AM - 4 PM

Now open Sundays!

PFAFF and   

Expires 02-28-17 | Discounts cannot be combined.

GET $10 OFF
YOUR NEXT PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE!

Bring this advertisement in, and :

-LUCK OF THE DRAW-



13256 Lake Road Ave. • Wayne, OK • 405-469-4146 
We carry a large selection of hand dyed and as-is wools, patterns, 

rug hooking supplies, Valdani threads, hand dyed yarns, and more!
www.prairiemoonprimitives@yahoo.com

Prairie Moon Primitives and Retreats where you will find down home hospitality with little 
house on the prairie charm. Our retreat barn is over 4200 square feet and is all inclusive.  
We host retreats for quilters, rug hooking, scrapbooking, basket weavers, knitters 
and more. Our workroom is bright and spacious with lots of electrical outlets, design 

walls, ironing and cutting stations and a bunkhouse that will accommodate 20 retreaters!  
Sit out on one of our porches and enjoy the sights and sounds of farm life on our 160 

acres.  Enjoy our home cooked meals and desserts and work on your projects. Book your 
grgroup today or visit our website for some of our open retreats and classes!

www.prairiemoonretreats.com

10 Central OK              

www.sugarconference.com

Calling all Statler by Gammill® owners! 
Plan now to attend the 2017 SUGAR Conference  

HIGHLIGHTS:
Over 100 classes by  
professional Statler®  
instructors

Quilt competition just  
for Statler® quilts

Networking opportunities  
and Opening Social

Catered meals all 3 days  
with Friday Night Banquet

Exclusive presentations,  
exhibits, and vendor mall

Bus tour to visit headquarters  
of world-famous quilter,  
Jenny Doan

Registration opens to the public on Mar. 10th.  
Join our “Statler Users” Facebook group for event updates.  

Interested in a booth in our Vendor Mall?  
Contact jennifer@sugarconference.com before we fill up!

“Best money I have spent  
since purchasing my Statler!”  

— 2015 attendee

June 22-24, 2017  
KCI-Expo Center in Kansas City, MO

Quilt by Pat Barry

The Intuitive  
Seasons of Trees

by Kerri Habben

Many winter mornings as I sip my coffee, I linger at the kitchen 
window. From here I can see our backyard stretching to the neighbor’s 
fence, part of our garden, and the bench that my grandfather gave my 
grandmother many years ago. In warmer months I sit there and also sip 
my coffee. 

I can also see trees. The pine trees, partially enmeshed in wisteria, and 
the edge of the sycamore towards the side of the house. The sycamore is 
a story unto itself for all of the precious shade it provides.

Mostly from my place by the window I ponder the silver maple Dad 
planted years ago. It is surrounded by presently mottled nettle interspersed 
with decaying sycamore leaves. For now our maple is unadorned, bare 
after an autumn frenzy of fallen leaves.

Some, I know, find that an empty tree evokes a sense of loneliness 
or loss. As if something is lacking that is inherently supposed to be there. A 
dear friend of ours offers a refreshing perspective upon leaves emerging 
and then descending. When the seasons are warmer, leaves are thriving 
to protect us from the full heat of the sun. When the seasons are cooler, 
those leaves fall so that all of the light and warmth can reach us.

With that thought, winter becomes a benediction for a year of 
seasons, a living prayer of gratitude that our needs were so kindly and 
truly fulfilled even as we may have taken these change of seasons for 
granted.  It is a blessing that these transformations occur even when we 
cease to be fully amazed by them.

I’m quite thankful that Mother Nature is in charge of the seasons. If 
it were dependent upon us humans, we’d bring in “experts” to improve 
upon her ageless system. After much discussion a committee would be 
formed, more analysts consulted, and financial advancement for some 
would ensue.  Undoubtedly that season would be behind schedule, if it 
happened at all. However, a brand new year is the last good time to 

bemoan our limitations. If a tree did that it would never have the wisdom 
and courage to keep growing.

From my spot at the kitchen window I can also study the elaborate 
construction of the maple tree with the morning light upon it from the 
east. The trunk spreads into different arms, and the branches extend out 
to limbs, which become tendrils reaching towards the sky. 

These tiny endings-or are they beginnings-captivate me. They are 
not unlike our hopes, our dreams, and our sincerest efforts. We, too, 
grow from our roots and keep extending ourselves, reaching for what 
matters most to us, something more lasting and greater than ourselves.  
Something beyond our hesitant tendrils’ full understanding, yet knowing 
it is there nonetheless.

A tree also is an example of letting go when it is time to let go. To 
release something when it no longer serves us to our full potential. Then 
that very tree somehow knows when it is time to begin once more and 
flourish anew. A tree remains rooted, yet bends with the wind, and evolves 
over time, all the while following and trusting some intuitive response to 
the season in which it finds itself. 

On a winter’s morning as I sip my coffee I raise my eyes upward to 
the tips of the branches.  I savor the season that it is, yet sense the new 
leaves just waiting to emerge. 

Kerri Habben is a writer, photographer, and crochet instructor living in 
Raleigh, NC.   An avid crocheter and knitter, she learned these skills from 
her grandmother and mother.  Many of her yarn creations she donates to 
those in need.   Kerri has gathered a decade of essays she is working to 
publish.  She can be reached at 913jeeves@gmail.com

10% offpurchasewith this ad**

https://www.facebook.com/prairiemoonprimitives/
http://www.sugarconference.com
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THE FARMER’S DAUGHTER 

A Thimbleful of Quilting Hints
by Bernita Hill 

Anytime you have two quilters together the hints 
begin to fly. Bernita offers some for both new and 
longtime quilters.

To wash or not to wash. Popular vote among 
quilters as to which technique to use is as equally 
divided as voting was in the last Presidential election. 
Whichever you favor, trim the corners off the selvage 
edges at a diagonal. This helps keep the fabric edge 
from raveling plus you can tell at a glance if it has 
been washed.

But if you plan to make small or miniature quilts, do not wash as the 
sizing will help make piecing easier.

With winter here, quilters often want to use flannel for making quilts, 
especially lap or snugly ones. If you are a pre-wash believer, avoid all 
those lose threads tangling, put the fabric in a pillowcase first. Remember 
to sort by colors. If you have small pieces, serge or zigzag the edges. It will 
save time and frustration later.

Newbies to paper piecing should be reminded to cut fabric so the 
edges are cut on the grain of the fabric to avoid stretching.

Some paper piecers swear by replacing the paper with USED dryer 

sheets. Leaving them in place offers more stabilization so this is especially 
good for light-weight fabrics.

Quilters often corral pins by using a magnet but remember to keep 
them away from computerized machines.

Just finished battling the flu? Reuse the empty pill bottle to hold used 
or broken needles. Label it clearly and toss it when full. 

Beginning quilters are often frustrated with the appearance of their 
first blocks. Pressing cures a lot of ills. (Some prefer steam; some not; 
again the choice is yours.) Press(don’t iron!)the seams the way they were 
sewn first; this sets the seam.

Applique or hand sewers find keeping fresh dryer sheets to run their 
thread thru helps cut down on tangles and knots.

If you are a proponent of the adage “she who has the most fabric 
wins”, add this to your line of reasoning. Always buy more fabric than you 
think you will need. The extra will increase your stash but also allow you 
to make a sample block. If you make enough of these, eventually you 
will have enough for another quilt!

Another related hint. Make the sleeve for hanging the quilt from 
pieces of the fabric included in it; then if you ever need fabric for mending, 
it is right there!

Clean your machine before you start each new project. Pipe cleaners 
do a good job and when you are finished, just toss them. In addition to 
cleaning it inside and out, put in a new needle. 

(Story conitunues on page 15)

http://dandtquiltshop.com


12 Tea Time               

Fond-of-You Par-TEA
When my husband and I took our granddaughter to a fancy tearoom, 

Clara loved all the food. But she was especially impressed with the last 
course: chocolate fondue. Dipping fruits into melted chocolate was a new, 
delightful experience. She licked her fingers and gave us a chocolate-TEA 
smile.

Since it’s a new year with Valentine’s Day around the corner, we have 
a great opportunity to show love to family, friends, and neighbors. So let’s 
use a fondue theme and plan a fond-of-you par-TEA. Here are some 
ideas to create sweet teatimes for adults and children.

Invitations
Decide whom to invite, and then send a simple invitation, such as 

this one:

You’re invited to a party

that’s all about you.

It’s a fondue par-TEA

because I’m fond of you.

 Setting
Since this tea is about showing love and appreciation, make your 

guests feel extra special by creating an atmosphere that says, “I’m fond 
of you.” These ideas will help you say welcome:

• Use cheerful colors for the tablecloth and napkins.

• Place a short, personal note by each place setting that tells guests 
what you appreciate about them.

• Make heart-shaped menus that list the foods you’ll serve and tape 
them to popsicle sticks or straws. Tie a ribbon around the stick or 
straw, and place one by each person’s plate. This makes a nice 
souvenir.

• If you have photos of your guests, include their framed pictures as 
part of the table centerpiece.

• Play relaxing background music your guests will enjoy.

Menu
For a one-course dessert teatime, chocolate fondue is always a big 

hit. Here’s an easy recipe:

Chocolate Fondue
Ingredients:

Milk chocolate chips (about 1/4 cup per person)
White chocolate chips, if desired
Favorite fruits, such as strawberries, pineapple, dried apricots, grapes, 
bananas
Pound cake or angel food cake cut into bite-sized cubes
Pretzel sticks
Marshmallows
Sprinkles, shredded coconut, chopped nuts: optional, to dip chocolate-
covered foods into 

Directions:

1.  Melt chocolate chips in a microwave-safe bowl according to package 
directions. It works well to microwave the chips in individual glass 
custard cups for each person, or use a fondue pot.

2.  Set out assorted fruits, cake, and extras for dipping into chocolate.

3.  Use fondue forks, small forks, or fancy toothpicks to spear the foods 
for dipping. 

If you plan to serve a main dish as well, start with cheese fondue. 
Here’s a recipe our family has enjoyed for years. 

Cheese Fondue
Ingredients:

French bread, cut into bite-sized chunks

16 ounces cream cheese, cut into cubes

1 3/4 cups milk

1 teaspoon dry mustard, or to taste

2 to 3 ounces chipped beef or chopped ham

1 green onion, sliced

Directions:

In a double boiler: (Or cook in the 
microwave.)

1.  Heat the cream cheese and milk 
until the cream cheese is melted.

2.  Remove from heat. Stir in dry 
mustard. Add chipped beef and 
onion.

3.  Serve in bowl with bread chunks 
arranged around it. Or give each 
person a small bowl of cheese fondue and pass the bread.

4.  Use forks to spear bread and dip into cheese fondue. 

Variation: This fondue also tastes delicious spread on toasted English 
muffins.

For more fondue recipes of different types, check out The Fondue 
Bible, a book often available in libraries.

Optional Ideas

1.  If you have photos of your guests, make placemats to use and give 
as gifts. Use cardstock for the background, add photos, and cover 
with clear contact paper. Or have them laminated.

2.  Make heart-shaped teabags to use or give as party favors. See 
directions in Lydia’s idea file.

3.  During teatime, play a fond-of-you game using sweet words. Each 
person says something she likes about the person seated on her 
right. Then reverse the order and say something kind about the 
person on the left. 

4.  Make heart-shaped cards for people you’re fond of (someone at 
the par-TEA or elsewhere). Plan to deliver or mail the cards for those 

(story continue on next page)
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not at the party. Perhaps include a poem or Bible verse, such as:

• “I have loved you with an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). God 
has always loved us and always will.

• “Nothing can separate us from God’s love” (Romans 8:38). Nothing 
that happens to us can separate us from His love.

Whom could you invite to a fond-of-you teatime? Friends, neighbors, 
family? My three youngest grandkids are always eager for a tea party—
especially if there is chocolate.

I’m ready to sweeten the lives of others with a fond-of-you teatime. 
Will you join me?

Lydia E. Harris, who holds a master’s degree in home economics, 
wrote the book, Preparing My Heart for Grandparenting (AMG Publishers). 
Her grandchildren call her “Grandma Tea.”

From Lydia’s Idea File: 

Heart-Shaped Teabags
To make your own heart-shaped teabags you’ll need tea filter bags 

and loose tea.

1. Purchase disposable tea filter bags made to fill with tea. (Available 
online and teashops.) Cut them into hearts 2 to 3 inches wide.

2. Place two hearts together and stitch together by hand or with a 
sewing machine using red polyester thread, leaving a one-inch 
opening to fill with loose tea.

3. Fill with your favorite tea. Czar Nikolas St. Valentine tea is a delicious 
blend with a rose flavor. (You can find it online or at European 
grocery stores.) Add a clean string with a tag and stitch the rest of 
the way shut.

4. Enjoy a heart-TEA cup of tea.

Royal Caribbean Cruise Line Liberty of The Seas
Roatan, Honduras, Puerta Maya, Mexico and Cozumel, Mexico

Down payment due June 10, 2017

call Tye Quilts 870-617-7042 for info and reservations
$1190.00

September 17-24, 2017 • 8 Days, 7 Nights
TYE QUILT CRUISE

COUNTRY HOUSE QUILTING

16324 N. Hwy. 94 • Pea Ridge, AR • 479-451-8978
Open Tue-Fri 9-5 • Sat- 10:30-2:30

Beautiful Fabric • Batiks • Brights 
Reproduction Civil War Prints • 108" Wide Backing 

Books • Patterns • Notions • Machine Quilting • 30's Fabric

Row by Row Patterns & Kits available Nov. 1st
14th Annual Spring Fling Shop Hop

March 30, 31 & April 1

We have the only Full Frame Quiltmaster
Computer Guided Quilting Machine in Arkansas!

New Fabric Arriving • Classes • Rent our Longarm
Notions • Crochet Supplies 

Closed Monday • Tues. 8-4 • Wed-Fri 8-5 • Sat - 9-5
212 W. Main St • Mountain View, AR • 870-269-9302

Dream Weaver Quilting & Fabric

2900 Green Mountain Dr. Ste 205
Branson, MO 65616 • 417-239-6503

10-5 Mon-Fri • 10-3 Sat

https://www.facebook.com/CountryHouseQuilting/
http://www.dreamweaverquilting.net/index.htm
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Color Pop!!
Mystery Quilt 2017 for The Country Register

Designed by Ann Jones
For questions contact Nine Patch Quilt & Fabrics, Nevada, MO 

www.ninepatchnevada.com  or 417-667-7100 or ericaskouby@gmail.com

The January Blues 
and How to Banish Them!

Christmas and New Year’s have come and gone, the hustle and 
bustle, the frantic baking and shopping are done, and it’s now really 
Winter, with a capital W.  The house looks kind of bare, and sounds too 
quiet.  There are still many things you can do though, that will make these 
doldrums pass quickly to spring!  

Go check out the nearest senior’s lodge and volunteer to teach a craft 
class one afternoon. Make it something simple that can be finished in a 
short time, say 90 minutes. 

 If you are a member of a collector’s club, offer to show your hobby 
or collection to a Senior’s group or to the local Guide and Scout groups. 

Go volunteer at your local food bank, they need your help more 
now than ever. Ask your community support group if there is someone 
who needs a hand, cooking meals or cleaning.

 Check up on the shut-ins, the elderly, or the overwhelmed young 
Mum next door.  Often, a visit with fresh baking and compassionate ears 
is priceless. 

Offer to read at story-time at the Day Care or the Library. 

Send for free seed catalogues, and take them to a community 
centre, and plan for the beauty you can create in your neighbourhood in 
the spring.  

Go to a travel film evening, take a friend to tea, just get moving. 
Search the events calendar in your area, the church bulletins, the events 
posted on Kijiji, or on the Facebook events link.

 If none of the above works for you, put aside an hour a day and 
tackle the sorting/mending/decorating/reading that you’ve meant to do 
for so long.

We can all feel better about the short, dark winter days when we 
participate, when we help others, when we have something to offer.  The 
warm days of spring will come, I promise!

- by Celia Benedict / promotion & distribution – The Country Register 
of Alberta

Smoothie Bar ~ Bakery ~ Gift Shop ~ Nursery & Floral Shop

Serving your Floral Needs

Purchases provide support for families with disabilities and special needs.

Goliad
Nursery & Floral Shop

547 E. Pearl Street
(361) 645-1337 

Mon - Sat 9 am - 5 pm

Victoria
�e Growing Center

Highway 59 South
(361) 574-7245

Mon - Sat 9 am - 4 pm

Floral & Gift
1313 N. Navarro
(361) 573-3246

Mon - Sat 9 am -6pm

For More Information Call the Devereux Foundation.

S l h

https://www.facebook.com/devereux.gardens/
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36th Annual Tyler Quilt Show

March 24-25, 2017
10 am -5 pm

Harvey Hall Convention Center
2000 W. Front St.  •  Tyler, Tx

Quilt submissions welcome. Deadline February 9, 2017.
See quilt show entry form on website for complete 

submission details.  www.qgetx.org 

Home Is Where the Heart Is

(Story conitunued from page 11)

While prepping for cutting the blocks, check your rotary cutting blade. 
Dull blades not only nick fabric, they increase the risk of “nicking” your 
finger!

Chain piecing saves time and thread. Evaluate your pattern first to 
select those pieces which can be chain pieced. Start sewing on a fabric 
scrap the same thickness as your block and continue sewing right onto the 
first piece. This saves tangles and clumps at the start.

Another time saver. Buy two spools of thread and use one on the 
machine and the other for loading bobbins. Load several in advance.

For most quilting projects, grey is a good neutral to use.

Many quilters have a special box in which they keep their sewing 
machine needles but have you ever thought of using clear plastic pocket 
pages and keeping them in a three-ring notebook?

Many of us waste a lot of time trying to figure out which fusible web 
this piece is. Keep the packaging but slip it all into a ziplock storage bad. 
Include a note as to the amount left.

And lastly, I never do a quilt program nor a column but what I don’t 
offer my two all-time favorite hints.

Never, never store your quilts in plastic bags. Quilts need to breathe!

And when threading a needle, moisten the eye of the needle, not 
the thread. It works so much better.

©2017 Bernita Hill

http://heartoftexashop.com
http://www.needletravel.com
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